
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A career in the field of Photography is generally  considered to be highly competitive. However if you are  
 
committed, motivated , talented and willing to work hard there is no reason why you should not find success 
 
and financial fulfillment working in this field. 
 
There are generally two approaches that you can take to receive training to become a professional  
 
photographer. This can be done either through on the job training by way of cadetships offered by newspapers, 
 
magazines and  professional or established photographers or by completing a Visual Art Degree in  
 
Photography at a tertiary institution. 
 
Although most major companies, businesses and advertising agencies employ photographers full time, many 
 
Photographers choose to be self– employed. These photographers freelance and gain their salaries from a  
 
variety of jobs provided by advertising agencies, graphic design studios, retail manufacturers, architects, 
 
Publishing companies and the community in general ( such as Portrait and Wedding photographs ) 
 
Some photographers specialise  in selected photographic areas. Some of these will be dealt with in the  
 
following notes. 
 
1. FINE ART PHOTOGRAPHY / INDEPENDENT ARTIST. 
 
Fine Art photographers work as independent artists, exploring artistic ideas in the medium of photography. 
 
They are generally self employed and may have an agent or a gallery representing them. Fine Art  
 
photographers display and sell their work by way of exhibition through independent galleries. Fine Art  
 
photographers seldom rely on the sale of their images as the sole means of making an income. This is because  
 
a country like Australia has a relatively small population ( New York by comparison has a greater number of  
 
people) there are simply not enough people and they are spread across a large land mass in concentrated areas. 
 
This makes it difficult for fine arts practitioners to get their work to a sufficiently large enough audience to  
 
make the sale of their work a financially viable proposition. As a result most fine art photographers usually  
 
also work as commercial photographers to support themselves. Whereas in America or Europe, Fine Art  
 
photographers can earn up to $70,000 p/a on graduating from their course. Fine Art photographers should  
 
demonstrate a creative, imaginative, original and artistic approach to the photographic medium. Although an 
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education in photography is not mandatory, completing a course in the art of photography would provide 
 
a distinct advantage. 
 
2. PORTRAIT, WEDDINGS AND HOME STUDIO PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Portrait, wedding and home studio photographers generally work for themselves or are involved in a small 
 
business. They specialise in photographing and recording images for the public. These can include personal 
 
and family portraits, debutantes, engagements, weddings and christenings. Until recently the role of these  
 
photographers was seen as purely documentary; however over the last decade or so many of these  
 
photographers  through increased competitiveness have taken a much more creative approach when  
 
recording their images. Entrance to this profession generally requires some kind of photographic education,  
 
such as a Diploma or Bachelor of Visual Art majoring in Photography and a creative flair combined with an  
 
aptitude for working with people. 
 
3. PHOTOJOURNALISM AND NEWSREEL PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Photojournalists are responsible for documenting, recording and communicating current affairs issues 
 
through their photographs. Most choose to work for selected newspapers and magazines, or freelance and  
 
sell their photographs to many different companies. Photojournalists who work for large newspapers and  
 
magazines may choose to specialize in sport, entertainment, politics, business or foreign affairs.  
 
Photojournalists who work for smaller papers may need to photograph a large variety of subject matter and 
 
may even be called on to do journalistic work.  
 
In most cases photojournalists are trained through a cadetship offered by a newspaper or magazine, or may  
 
have completed a photographic course. It is important that photographers working in this area display 
 
initiative, have an inquiring mind, be interested in local and current affairs issues and demonstrate a  
 
creative approach to documenting images.  
 
4. FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Fashion photographers are responsible for photographing images which relate directly or otherwise to the  
 
fashion industry. Apart from straight model photography this can include clothing, jewellery, fabrics and  
 
accessories. Fashion photographers are generally employed by newspapers, magazines, fashion houses or 
 
work freelance. These photographers need to demonstrate ingenuity and possess a strong creative flair. 
 
They also need to be able to create a distinctive look with their images and have a keen awareness of current  
 
issues and trends that relate to their work. The best fashion photographers have a strong  technical  
 
and aesthetic foundation and will almost certainly have some formal training. 



 
5. ADVERTISING PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Advertising photographers are responsible for photographing a broad range of goods to assist in the  
 
promotion and sale of products. Advertising photographers generally work for an ad agency and are  
 
required to demonstrate a high degree of creativity, technical excellence, imagination and ingenuity. 
 
Advertising photographers must be experts in their field, have a thorough knowledge of photographic  
 
approaches and procedures and may also need to use computer aided photographic techniques. 
 
As a matter of course they will have completed some form of extensive formal training. 
 
6. INDUSTRIAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Industrial photographers are responsible for recording images for major companies and businesses. 
 
These images include photographs of factories, mines, oil-fields, machines and machine parts, as well as 
 
images of workers. These photographs are used in pamphlets, brochures and annual reports to promote 
 
the industry. In addition to taking photographs, industrial photographers may also be required to  
 
produce staff training films or videos that will assist with sales, marketing and public relations. 
 
As with other areas industrial photographers will have had formal training at a tertiary level. 
 
7. MEDICAL PHOTOGRAPHY.  
 
Medical photographers record images for use in medical practice. These images can be important aids 
 
in the diagnosis and evaluation of medical conditions, and may be used in the training and education of  
 
hospital staff. Medical photographers may need to be proficient in the use of technically advanced  
 
cameras, as well as film and video equipment. These photographers must be trained in aspects of anatomy 
 
and medicine in addition to photography. Some colleges and universities offer specialist courses in  
 
medical photography. 
 
8. SCIENTIFIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Scientific photographers document and record images relating to research and scientific experiments. 
 
This kind of work may range from microscopic images of animal tissues, cells and insects, to photographs 
 
of distant stars and planets. The photographer in this profession must have a combined scientific and  
 
photographic education. 
 
 
 
 
 



8. MARINE AND UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Marine photographers capture and record the underwater world for biological research and industrial 
 
inspections, and document shipwrecks and other historical artifacts. Many of their photographs also  
 
portray the beauty of the ocean’s depths.  
 
A marine photographer must  have a passion for water and the ocean be a proficient diver, hold a  
 
commercial diver’s certificate and be trained as a photographer. It is also advisable to have an extensive  
 
understanding of marine life and / or be a certified operator of underwater inspections and surveys to be able  
 
to undertake the many jobs required of an underwater photographer. 
 
9. TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Travel photographers capture and record images of holiday destinations and attractions. These images are  
 
generally used for promotional purposes in airline journals, brochures and travel features in newspapers 
 
and magazines. Travel photographers are generally employed by airlines, travel agencies, newspapers and 
 
magazines as well as holiday resorts. These photographers must have a love of travel and a creative  
 
approach to the documentation of holiday locations. Most travel photographers have undertaken a three 
 
year course in photography. Some may also be journalists who combine their photographs with travel and 
 
holiday articles they have written. 
 
10. RADIOGRAPHY. 
 
The most common role of a radiographer is to take X-rays of bones and teeth. However radiographers also 
 
work in industrial environments where they diagnose faults in the casts and welds of equipment,  
 
aircraft and machinery. They are able to test industrial manufacturing equipment and for metal fatigue in 
 
aircraft and other machinery through the use of X-rays. Some colleges and universities offer specialist 
 
courses in radiography. 
 
11. POLICE / FORENSIC PHOTOGRAPHERS. 
 
Police personnel are given the opportunity to specialise as a photographer after they become a member of  
 
the police force. The role of the police photographer is to record images from crime scenes, such as  
 
fingerprints, weapons and suspects, that will assist the police in their investigations. Police photographers 
 
are also called on to document forensic evidence, car accidents, and assault and murder victims as well as 
 
criminals. 
 
 
 



12. MILITARY PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
The airforce is the only division of the armed forces that offers members a career in photography. The  
 
RAAF initially requires a recruit to undergo 10 weeks of general basic training, followed by 42 weeks of  
 
specialist training in the field of photography. The photographic work is largely technical, with very little 
 
creativity required. Airforce photographers document different aspects of aircraft machinery and  
 
equipment, including recording technical faults. They are also required to photograph aerial views that aid  
 
in the creation of military maps and assist with reconnaissance work. 
 
13. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
Aerial photography requires the photographer to take photographs from the air. There are two main types  
 
of aerial photographs. Photographs for general industrial and commercial use are often taken by a  
 
commercial photographer through the window of an aircraft. These photographs are normally aerial views  
 
of buildings, factories, shopping centres and farms. The second type of aerial photography requires the  
 
image to be taken from directly above the subject. These photographs are generally taken with an  
 
automatic camera placed beneath the aircraft. The camera in this instance is operated by remote control. 
 
This type of photograph is widely used as a tool in surveying, precision map making and planning routes 
 
for highways and power lines. 
 
14. COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
A commercial photographer can work for a company, have their own small business or work independently 
 
as a freelance photographer. They are generally skilled enough to handle almost any type of photographic 
 
assignment and will often find themselves working on a diverse range of projects. 
 
Commercial photographers must show initiative, self motivation, ingenuity and creativity. They will have 
 
generally completed at least a three year course in photography. 
 
15. CINEMATOGRAPHY. 
 
A cinematographer is responsible for filming movies. They are accountable for the lighting and aesthetic 
 
Qualities of the film, including the composition, focus and depth of field of each shot, as well as the  
 
technical aspects of the shoot, such as the type of film, lenses and filters used. 
 
There are two ways to become a cinematographer. The first is to work your way up to the position,  
 
beginning as a clapper loader, then working as a camera assistant, advancing to camera operator and  
 
eventually becoming director of photography. The second way is to complete a course in film making and  
 
specialise in cinematography. The Australian Film and Television School in Sydney offers a three year BA  



 
and Postgraduate extension course in the art of cinematography. The Victorian College of The Arts also  
 
offers a film making course with the option to specialise in cinematography. 
 
 
16. FILM STILLS PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
A film stills photographer is generally employed on a film set to document the film-making process and  
 
record images of the film being made. After consulting with the cinematographer, they also take still  
 
photographs that record images from the film. These photographs are used to publicise the film and appear  
 
on posters and video covers, and in magazines and newspapers. 
 
Film stills photographers generally have some formal training and are often freelance photographers or  
 
are employed by a production company. 
 
17. PHOTO-FINISHING. 
 
A wide range of employment opportunities and career paths exist in the photo-finishing area. Commercial 
 
laboratories offer a range of jobs that require a range of skills, such as receipt or dispatch clerk, process  
 
or printing operator, quality controller, retoucher and customer relations officer. These positions are  
 
usually available in large commercial laboratories such as Kodak or Ilford, in small mini labs, or  
 
professional custom processing laboratories. These positions are normally advertised in the employment  
 
section of the major newspapers and in most cases on the job training is provided. Frequently it is a matter 
 
of starting at the bottom and working your way up to the more highly skilled positions. 
 
18. TEACHING PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
After completing a three year course in photography and receiving a BA or Diploma degree, you may  
 
choose to complete an additional one year post graduate degree in education enabling you to teach  
 
photography in secondary schools and some TAFE courses. 
 
19. OTHER CAREERS IN PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
There are many other careers available in fields relating to photography, including; darkroom technician;  
 
assistant photographer; technical assistant; photographic restorer; photographic conservation; laboratory  
 
and processing assistant; photographic stylist; photographic framer; equipment supplier; equipment  
 
repairer; video operator; camera operator; film editor; studio engineer; animator; art director; special  
 
effects; and graphic artist 
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